
Groundwater Management Area Committee 

Purpose and Function  

 

The purpose of the Groundwater Management Area Committee (GWMA Committee) is 

to provide guidance and input from stakeholders in determining ways nitrate could be 

reduced in the groundwater of the Southern Willamette Valley Groundwater Management 

Area.  As an advisory board to the Department of Environmental Quality (the Lead 

Agency), the GWMA Committee will provide review and critique of draft alternatives 

and prepare the final recommendations to be included in the Action Plan for the 

Groundwater Management Area.  This Committee is charged with the following 

responsibilities:  

 

 Provide recommendations to the DEQ including: strategies to reduce nitrate in the 

groundwater from multiple land use groups; specific actions to implement the 

strategies; identification of who is responsible for implementing the strategies; and 

identification of how strategies will be measured for success.  

 

 Solicit and consider input from all groups and citizens concerned with, interested in, 

and/or affected by GWMA plans or programs. 

 

 Ensure involvement of the public throughout the GWMA planning process. 

 

 Disseminate information about the GWMA Action Plan or decisions to all 

interested, affected, and/or concerned groups and citizens. 

 

 

The DEQ and other state agencies will consider recommendations from the GWMA 

Committee along with input from other members of the public during the review of the 

final Action Plan.   

 

The GWMA Committee will receive technical support from state and county agency 

staff, Lane Council of Governments, OSU Extension and the Rural Community 

Assistance Corporation.   GWMA Committee members will also receive input from sub-

committees formed around the broad interest groups in the region, including: residential; 

agricultural; commercial/industrial; and public drinking water and wastewater.  Sub-

committees will be comprised of technical staff from representative interest groups, and 

interested citizens and GWMA Committee members willing to participate.  It is hoped 

that each sub-committee will have some involvement from the GWMA Committee 

members. 

 

 


